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Te Erhshition of Scotch Cereals, &c., in the Crystal Palace, by 1 
Messrs. Lawson & Son, of Edinburgh.—Among the multifarious con- + 


| | | | | 

La 


tents of the Crysial Palace, the botanist will perhaps derive most We 


which is so descriptive and complete that I shall quote it entire, in Hie 
- preference to penning one of my own, merely premising that I would 
_  Strongly recommend every botanist whose attention it may heve Wye 
7: ci to pay it an early visit: An intelligent custodian will be 3. 
. found on the spot, willing to give every information and explanation. Wie 
“In this epariment [that of food derived from the vegetable king- 
dom] will be found a very extensive series of cases and fittings de- ie 
voted to a display of the vegetable substances used in food, medicine, quay 


the arts, from Scotland. This Scotch exhibition is almost an 


epitome of the raw produce of the vegetable kingdom throughott the : 
- British Islands, as there are few things of any use that will grow in 
any other part of this country that will not grow in Scotland. These 


_ Specimens, which kaye been got together by the Messrs. Lawson & “ae 
Son, of Edinburgh, will be regarded with interest on account rather @e 


_ of their completeness than of their rarity. Here we have the various ~@ 
cereal grasses of Europe, as wheat, barley, oats, rye, &c., and the va- @ 
rieties which ire commonly grown in Scotland, or which are produced 4 
_ in that country as used in other parts of the world. Not*anly are “ae 
~ there exhibited the grains or fruits of those plants which are em: 2. 

_ ployed’ and the various substunces which are manufactured from 4 | 
them, but we have dried specimens of the plant in blossom and 4 


during the time of the ripening of its fruit... The various kinds of 
farm and garden produce used for food-dre also represented here. In 
cases where the vegetable substance could. not be kept or dried, wax 


casts are substituted: thus we have a series of specimens of roots, as ‘2 
carrots, turnips, &c. Casts also of rare specimens of curicus forms, WH 


_ and of the varieties cultivated, are exhibited. The grasses grown 


and used as fodder for animals are shown.on the same scale. On 
either side of the entrance to the Scotch compartment, in the south 
gallery, will be found two living specimens of an interesting grass, % 
the tussack-grass (Dactylis cespitosa), a native of the Falkland @ 


Islands, which have been grown in the Western Hebrides, and have 


produced flowers and seeds, so that it may be hoped this valuable 42 
 -grass may be shortly naturalized among us. Most of our native Bri- 
. fish plants wich are used in medicine are also to be found in this % 
eollection. In ‘the glass cases looking north, are a series of blocks of 
wood in their rough and in their polished condition, with also dried 4 

_ specimens of the branches, leaves, and flowers of the plants that have 7 
.. yielded them. Tiose who are anxious to gain a general view of the 
_ useful products of the vegetable kingdom in Great Britain, we refer ‘4 
with unhesitating satisfaction to this collection of Scotch vegetable We 


roducts.” In conclusion, E would beg to call the attention of British 


— : b: otanists to the debt of gratitude which, Bs ‘Britons, re. owe to ine - 7 1 | 
‘enterprizing gentlemen who have taken such great pains to set in 


2 


satisfaction from an attentive examination of this admirable collec- 4 < 
tion. My attention was called to itb; a notice in the ‘Atheneum, 2 
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4 the eyes of the world the great and varied | 


resources of our own country. I particularly admire and commend 


5 4 the spirit of nationality which has led these gentlemen into such — 
an outlay of time, trouble, and in such a aly: 


Notices of the under-mentioned books and papers : are te | 
deferred for another month :—The Second Edition of Dr. Balfour’s - 
‘Manual of Botany.’ Handbill, purporting to be a Review of the 


foregoing, but without a printer’s name. ‘ Singular Specimens of the. = CAN: 


a 4 _ Edinburgh practice of Criticism, by John Joseph Griffin. London: 
Ge Griffin & Co., Baker St., Portman Square: being a reply to the said _ 


=~) ohandbill. “The Third Edition of Mr. Babington’s ‘ Manual of British 


‘=  Thlaspi will ‘much obliged to any 
= nist who will supply him with fresh seeds of T.-alpestre, or plants $0 
M called, from any parts of Britain, excepting the ol recorded stations | 


4 + of Matlock and Alandaie.— Botanical Gazette, — 
= The Entomological Club.—The Annual Field-day of this little As: 


sociation took place at Birch Wood, on Wednesday; June 18, the | 
= members and their friends dining together at the ‘ Bull’ inn, under | 
= the presidency of Matthew Marshall, Esq. There were present — 
@ Elsey, Gratton, Hanson, Hutchinson, Keddell, Marchant, Marshall, 
Newman, F.L.S., Powle, Salmon, F.LS., Saunders, F.L.S., Smith, 
Spence, FRS. Stevens, F.L.S., Tebbs, ‘Vax Voorst, F.LS., Ward, 
@. FLS. Wade, White, F.L.S., Woodward, F.R.S., and Yarreil, Y.P.L.S. 
~~ Mr. Wollaston, of Eltham, kindly exhibited to some of the party who 
> called on him an extremely fine living specimen of Orchis hircina, 


Messrs. Bennett, Bowerbank, F. RS, B 


ty 


which had been this Year a at the and sent 


7 


The following will appear in its proper x place next 


| Botanical Society of London. 
“Friday, July 4, 1851. Mr. G. E. Dennes in the chair. 


Dae. J.-L, Syme, Curator, exhibited one of the various forms or sub- 


Fa, usually grouped under the name of Ranunculus aquatilis, 


à which had been collected by that gentleman at Guillon Links, Had- . 

® dingtonshire, early in June. Mr, Syme and others had referred this 
= form either to R. Bxidotii (= Batrachium marinum of Fries) or te R. 
M  confusus of Grenier and Godron’s ‘ Flore de France, two very nearly == 
alied plants, and neither of them easily distinouished from some 
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Microscopical. Society of 


By Less, Esq., F.LS. 


of ‘Species Filicum; being 
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